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CONFIDENTIAL KATHMANDU 4388 
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SUBJECT: NEPALESE DELEGATION TO GENEVA IPU MEETING 

1. SEMI-OFFICIAL PRESS REPORTS FIVE MEMBER PARLIAMENTARY 
GON DELEGATION LEFT KATHMANDU OCT 18 FOR GENEVA AND PAR- 
TICIPATION 6 1ST INTERPARLIAMENTARY UNION CONFERENCE. 
MEMBERS OF DELEGATION ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

2. (A) 35 YEAR-OLD DEL LEADER DAMBAR BAHADUR BASNYAT 
WHO WAS ELECTED VICE CHAIRMAN NATIONAL PANCHAYAT (UNI- 
CAMERAL NATIONAL LEGISLATURE) LAST JUNE AS CANDIDATE 
OPPOSED TO ADMINISTRATION, AND SINCE JULY FUNCTIONED AS 
ACTING CHAIRMAN AFTER FORMER CHAIRMAN (A PREVIOUS IPU 
PARTICIPANT) WAS APPOINTED PRIME MINISTER. BASNYAT HAS 
REPRESENTED PHOJPUR DISTRICT OF NEPAL'S EASTERN SAGAR 
MATHA ZPNE (SITE OF MT. EVEREST) SINCE 1963, AND WAS 
REELECTED FROM THAT CONSTITUENCY LAST MAY. HE HAS 
PREVIOUSLY PARTICIPATED IN IPU CONFERENCES. BASNYAT'S 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE CAPABILITY IS LIMITED AND BECAUSE OF 
THIS HE WAS DROPPED FROM CONSIDERATION FOR A US LEADER 
GRANT IN 1969. HE HAS NOT VISITED US. EMBASSY HAS HAD 

ONLY LIMITED CONTACT WITH BASNYAT AND WOULD BE INTERESTED 
IN LEARNING OF ANY EXCHANGES WITH US DEL WHICH 
MIGHT OCCUR GENEVA. 
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(B) PITAMBAR DHOJ KHATI HAS REPRESENTED PALPA DISTRICT, 
LUMBINI ZONE (BIRTHPLACE OF GAUTAMA BUDDHA) SINCE 1965, 
RESIGNED POSITION LAST MAY AS STATE MINISTER FOR HOME- 
PANCHAYAT AFTER ONE YEAR IN OFFICE WITHOUT PUBLICLY 
STATED REASONS. ACCORDING ONE SOURCE, HE IS PRO-SOVIET 
COMMUNIST AND WAS DIRECTED TO RESIGN BY PALACE BECAUSE 
OF THIS BIAS. KHATI ATTENDED IPU 59TH SESSION PARIS 

1971, AND ABIDJAN MEETING LAST APRIL. 

(C) HARENDRA BAHADUR THAPA, A FORMER POLICE OFFICIAL WHO 
RETIRED FROM BRITISH "GHURKHAS” AFTER 15 YEARS SERVICE, IS 
ONF OF TWO REPRESENTATIVES OF EX-SERVICEMEN'S CONSTITUENCY 
NATIONAL PANCHAYAT. HE IS YOUNGER BROTHER FORMER PRIME 
MINISTER SURYA BAHADUR THAPA, WHO WAS RELEASED 

EARLY THIS MONTH AFTER 13 MONTHS’ INCARCERATION UNDER 
SECURITY ACT FOR HAVING ADVOCATED POLITICAL LIBERALIZATION 
AND REFORM DURING PROSCRIBED PUBLIC RALLY. THATA SPEAKS 
GOOD ENGLISH AND SEEMS WELL-DISPOSED TOWARDS AMERICANS. 
PRIVATELY HE IS VERY CRITICAL OF NEPAL'S POLITICAL SYSTEM. 

(D) HIRA LAL VISHWAKARMA, 49, IS OF FORMERLY 
"UNTOUCHABLE” CASTE (SUCH DISTINCTIONS ARE NOW ILLEGAL) 

AND HAS APPARENTLY SPENT MUCH OF HIS LIFT FIGHTING CASTE 
DISCRIMINATION IN NEPAL. KING NOMINATED HIM MEMBER OF 
NATIONAL PANCHAYAT IN 1971, SHORTLY AFTER APPOINTMENT 
HE JOINED FIVE OTHER LEGISLATORS FOR TWO-WEEK 
GOODWILL TOUR OF NORTH KOREA. WE ARE UNAWARE OF 

HIS LANGUAGE CAPABILITIES OR POLITICAL PROCLIVITIES 
AND HAVE NOT HAD CONTACT WITH HIM. 

(E) FIFTH MEMBER IS PERENNIAL IPU ATTENDEE, CIVIL SERVANT 
AND PANCHAYAT SECRETARY JUNG BAHADUR CHAND. ACCORDING 
PRESS, HE WILL ALSO ATTEND MEETING OF LEGISLATIVE 
GENERAL SECRETARIES AT GENEVA. 

CARGO 
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